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SETTING 
The living room in Charles Condomine's home in 
Kent, England, 1941. 
ACT I 
Scene 1- A summer's evening 
Scene 2- The next morning 
Intermission 
ACT II 
Scene 1- Late the following afternoon 
Scene 2- Early evening, a few days later 
Scene 3- After dinner, a few days later 
Scene 4- Several hours later 
Blithe Spirit is presented by special arrangement with 
SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. 
Smoke effects and real ghosts will be used in this 
production. 
Drreetot's Not~ 
Written in seven days, and only needing two lines cut (according 
to Coward himself), Blithe Spirit is a theatrical classic that has 
managed to be resurrected successfully many times. The play 
attracts top actors, such as the recent revival with Angela 
Lansbury. It's a wonderful challenge for actors, to wrap their 
mouths around these Coward witticisms, and it has proven a 
great comedic training ground for our UH students. 
But there's another reason to do this play - it's charming 
entertainment. Coward wrote it when Britain was in the middle 
of World War II, and he knew that people needed a diversion-
to be taken away from the literal bombardment in their daily lives. 
One critic said," Blithe Spirit is Coward's personal victory over 
Hitler." For us too, given grisly images in the news almost daily, 
it can't hurt to take a moment to unwind, have a glass of sherry, 
and "laugh at them ... laugh at everything." Indeed, I think one 
of the marks of great comic writers is the ability to make fun of 
themselves as well as their satiric targets . In Coward's fagade 
of cosmopolitan manners, we can see glimpses of ourselves 
and our own foibles, the mistakes we've made and what we 
might go through to rectify them. 
Paul T. Mitri 
About th_EY:Pfaywrfght 
Noel Coward was born in 1899 in a London suburb, and later 
became one of the English language's prime authors . As a play-
wright, he wrote over 50 plays, but he is known for a few 
that became stalwarts of the theatrical repertoire: Hay Fever, 
Private Lives, Present Laughter, and of course, Blithe Spirit. 
Coward carefully cultivated a public persona that added flip-
pancy to fashion. First denied knighthood by Winston Churchill 
(although Churchill was a huge fan), he eventually became Sir 
Noel Coward in 1969, a few years before his death. Master of 
the one-liner, some of his best include: 
"Television is for appearing on, not looking at." 
"I can take any amount of criticism so long as it is 
unqualified praise." 
"I've sometimes thought of marrying ... and then 
I've thought again." 
"I can't sing, but I know how to, which is quite different." 
And his advice to the actors: 
"Speak clearly, don't bump into the furniture." 
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